
Course Description
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of the importance of data for understanding public health 
outcomes, identifying risk and protective factors, and monitoring program implementation. Participants will be guided 
through an existing Texas Department of State Health Services resource, Texas Health Data, which presents public 
health data from a variety of state-collected sources, including vital events, hospital utilization, and behavioral 
surveillance survey. 

Objectives
By the end of this presentation, attendees will be able to: 
  1.  Discuss the importance of data for public health surveillance, program planning, and evaluation
  2.  Understand the difference between qualitative and quantitative data
  3.  Identify and evaluate patterns in health outcomes using examples from Texas Health Data, which presents public health data 
from a variety of state-collected sources
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